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Definition of Doctrine 
Revelation: Revelation is the means by which God has made Himself known to humanity. 
General Revelation: General Revelation is the means by which God has made His 
existence known to all of humanity at all times and places. 
Special Revelation: Special Revelation is the means by which God has specifically made 
His personhood known to certain individuals at particular times and places. Special revelation is 
saving revelation. 
Types of General and Special Revelation 
General Revelation 
Creation 
Morality (conscious) 
Design 
Ontology/Being 
Humanity (highest form of creation) 
Special Revelation 
Jesus Christ (the living Word) 
Scripture (the written Word) 
Dreams/Visions 
Theophanies 
Angels 
Prophets 


Events 


Divine Speech 
The Lot/Urim and Thummim 
Key Biblical Texts for this Doctrine 

General Revelation 

Psalm 8:1-9 

Psalm 19:1: The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. 

Psalm 104 

Romans 1:20: For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse 

Romans 2:14-15 illustrates this concept by explaining how Gentiles (non Jewish 
individuals) who have not read the written law of God (God’s commandments in the Bible) have 
obeyed some of the laws of God through their conscious. The passage reads: “For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not 
the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another;)”. 
Special Revelation 

John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” 

John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 14:9: “he that 


hath seen me hath seen the Father”. Jesus is the ultimate special revelation of God. 


2 Timothy 3:15 affirms the Bible as special revelation of God for the purpose of salvation 
in Jesus Christ: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Inadequate Views of Revelation 

Personal Encounters 

Barth/Neoorthodoxy, Rejection of General Revelation 

Mullins, Record of Revelation 

Corollaries and Linkage to Other Doctrines 

Inspiration, Preservation of Special Revelation 

Canonicity, 66 Books of the Bible 

Transmission and Translation, Preservation of Special Revelation through the ages 

Inerrancy, God has revealed Himself to us through His inerrant Word 

Authority, God’s revelation is authoritative 

Incarnation, Jesus Christ taking upon humanity 

Trinity, God has revealed Himself to us as one God in three persons 

Attributes of God, God has revealed His attributes to us 

Soteriology, Special Revelation leads to salvation 

Creation, God has revealed Himself to us as Creator 

Confessional Texts 

1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith 

1742 Philadelphia Confession 

1774 Charleston Confession 

1833 New Hampshire Confession 

Baptist Faith and Message 

Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy 


Council of Trent (Touches on Scripture) 


Westminster Confession of Faith 
Theologians 

Akin, A Theology for the Church, Chapter 2 (General Revelation) and Chapter 3 (Special 
Revelation) 

Barth, Church Dogmatics, Chapters 1 and 2, Chapter 3 Part 1 on “Scripture as Witness to 
Divine Revelation” 

Berkhof, Systematic Theology, Section 3 of Chapter 2 of Part 1 

Berkouwer, Studies in Dogmatics: General Revelation 

Dockery, The Doctrine of the Bible, Chapter 1 

Enns, Moody Handbook of Theology, Chapter 18 

Erickson, Christian Theology, Chapter 6 (General Revelation) and Chapter 7 (Special 
Revelation) 

Garrett, Systematic Theology, Chapter 3 (General Revelation) and Chapter 7 (Special 
Revelation) 

Mullins, The Christian Religion in its Doctrinal Expression, Chapter 5 and Chapter 6 

Pannenberg, Systematic Theology, Chapter 4 

Ryrie, Basic Theology, Chapter 5 (General Revelation) and Chapter 9 (Special 
Revelation) 


Tillich, Systematic Theology, Chapter 2 


